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The	Death	of	Christ	in
Jewish	Prophecy



Part 2

The	Ram	in	the	
Thicket

Genesis 22:1-19



Thorny Questions Abound in this Passage

ü What kind of a man is willing to sacrifice 
his own son?

ü What kind of a son is willing to be 
sacrificed in such a manner?

ü What kind of a God would ever command 
that such a sacrifice be made?
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The Costly Sacrifice of the FATHER

“Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom 
you love, and… sacrifice him…as a burnt 
offering.”
When he does finally go through with it, will 
Abraham not be scarred for life?
It’s significant that God doesn’t tell Abraham 
to murder his son.
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The Costly Sacrifice of the FATHER

God is saying: “The life of the firstborn is 
mine.”
The exchange of firstborn sons was often 
part of a covenant. 
Because it’s Isaac who can’t be bought back, 
this story is about something much more 
frightening than child sacrifice. Is God a liar?
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The Costly Sacrifice of the FATHER

His obedience is immediate. (3a)
His obedience is resolute. (3b-4, 6a)
His obedience is hopeful. (5, 8)
His obedience is complete. (9-10)
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The Willing Submission of the Son

Note the awful burden he bears. (6a)
Note the devastating question he asks. (6b-7)
Note the astounding compliance he shows. 
(8b-9)
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The Gracious Provision of the LORD

The promise-child of God is spared. (11-12a)
The purpose of God is served. (12b)
The provision of God is discovered. (13-14)
The plan of God is “resurrected.” (15-19)
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What Drove Abraham Up That Mountain?

“…on one of the mountains I will tell you 
about.” (v. 2)
“When they reached the place God had told 
him about….” (v. 9)
2 Chronicles 3:1
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What Drove Abraham Up That Mountain?

Temple is where God begins to resolve the 
great dilemma:
§ How can a just God be gracious? 
§ How can a gracious God be just?
The final substitute God provided was his 
own Son, Jesus Christ—in the region of 
Mount Moriah. 
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What Drove Abraham Up That Mountain?

[Jesus]: “Abraham rejoiced at the thought of 
seeing my day; he saw it and was glad.” 
(John 8:58)
“By faith Abraham…offered Isaac as a 
sacrifice…reason[ing] that God could raise 
the dead, and figuratively speaking, he did 
receive Isaac back from death.”
(Hebrews 11:19)
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The Costly Sacrifice of the FATHER 
(John 3:16)

The Willing Submission of the SON 
(John 10:18a)

The Gracious Provision of the LORD 
(Romans 6:23)



The Cross: What Genesis 22 Foreshadowed

“He who did not spare his own Son, but gave 
him up for us all—how will he not also, along 
with him, graciously give us all things?” 
(Romans 8:32)



The	hardest	thing	God	could	ever	
ask	of	us	is	the	very	thing	he	did	for	

us—he	gave	us	his	only	Son.	



Abraham at the Foot of the Cross

“Lord! Lord! Now I know that you revere 
me, for you have not withheld from me 
your Son, your only Son, Jesus, whom 
you love.”
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