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IntroductionThe Triad

Our common human experience tells 
us that life is both beautiful and 
broken.

One form of “broken beauty” that 
challenges us in this world is what our 
group is calling the “descending 
triad” of disability, dying, and death.
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IMAGO DEI

DEATH

DYING

DISABILITY

“…the groans of the dying rise.” (Job 24:12) 

“…outwardly we are wasting away.” (2 Cor 4:16)

“…you descended to the grave.” (Isa 57:9) 

“…it was very good.” (Gen 1:31)



IntroductionThe Triad

All of us have experienced in our 
families and ministries challenges
involving disability, dying, and death.



IntroductionThe Triad

All of us have experienced in our 
families and ministries challenges
involving disability, dying, and death.

Each member of the triad can evoke a 
variety of fears, disappointments, and 
disillusionments, but also moments of 
peace, contentment, and even joy.
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IntroductionThe Triad

God’s common grace can help all
persons endure the triad; Christian 
hope can help us endure it and view it 
redemptively.

Jesus lived a life of genuine human 
descent (“humiliation”) followed by an 
epochal human ascent (“exaltation”), 
transforming all of life and eternity.



IntroductionThe Triad

Descended to the Dead

Buried in a Tomb Resurrected from the Dead
Ascended Into Heaven

Enthroned at God’s Right Hand
Exalted Lord of the Universe

Interceding for the Saints
Ready to Come Again

Judge of the Universe

Death on a Cross
Crucified under Pilate

The Suffering Servant

Eternal King of GloryEternal Logos in Glory

Baptized with Sinners
Born of the Virgin Mary

The Incarnation in Time

DESCENT ASCENT

JESUS
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IntroductionThe Triad

During his earthly ministry, Jesus 
healed the disabled, the dying, and 
the dead, indicating that the triad’s 
days are numbered because a full 
restoration of all things is coming.

Until then, a robust relational 
anthropology rooted in Trinitarian 
faith can yield hope for the journey.
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DYING

DISABILITY

RISING

DEATH

WHOLENESS

IMAGO DEI RESTORATION

“Because I live, 
you also will live.”

John 14:19
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“Never.”
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but whole.”

- Kate Ryan

§ Autism, chronic pain, 
learning disabilities, 
and depression. 



Working DefinitionDisability

“I am broken
but whole.”

- Kate Ryan

§ Autism, chronic pain, 
learning disabilities, 
and depression. 

“Don’t fix me. 
I’m not broken.”

- Sally Patton

§ Psychologist whose 
son was diagnosed 
with severe dyslexia.



Working DefinitionDisability

ADA 1990: “…a person who has a 
physical or mental impairment that 
substantially limits one or more major 
life activities.”

Americans With Disabilities Act of 1990, 
amended 2008. Public Law 101-336. § 12102. 
108th Congress, 2nd session (July 26, 1990).



Working DefinitionDisability

“Impairments”

§ The World Health Organization

§ The Centers for Disease Control 

§ The APA Diagnostic and Statistical 
Manual of Mental Disorders, 5th ed.
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Working DefinitionDisability

Janet: “Row, Row, Row Your Boat”
Laurie: “Amazing Grace”
Andy: “Mary Had a Little Lamb”
Grace: Speak in Korean

Everyone Else:
§ Look at your computer screen
§ Open your eyes wider than normal
§ Blink faster than usual (3-4x per sec.)
§ Try to discern what I am reading.



Working DefinitionDisability

§ What was I reading?
§ Were you able to focus?
§ Did you get frustrated?
§ How much energy would you have 

to expend to be a student?
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All persons are made in the image of 
and likeness of God (Gen 1:26).

ü intrinsic value
ü unique significance
ü a lofty status in creation 

Murder is “killing God in effigy.”
Walter C. Kaiser, Jr., Toward Old Testament Ethics 
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Biblical TeachingsDisability

Jesus describes human beings as 
“valuable” (diapherō). 

Matthew 6:26, 10:31, 12;12; Luke 12:7, 24

Paul calls human beings “God’s 
workmanship” (poiēma).

Ephesians 2:10

All true of persons with disabilities. 



Biblical TeachingsDisability

§ Isaac was blind in later life (Gen 27:1) 

§ Jacob limped from a dislocated hip (Gen 32:25) 

§ Leah had weak eyes (Gen 29:17)

§ Moses had a speech impediment (Exod 4:10)

§ Miriam had leprosy (Num 12:10)

§ Samson was blinded later in life (Jdg 16:21)

§ Mephibosheth became paralyzed (2 Sam 4:4)

§ The Ethiopian official was a eunuch (Acts 8:27)

§ Paul had a “thorn” in his flesh (2 Cor 12:7)
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stumbling block in front of the blind, 
but fear your God. I am the Lord.”

Leviticus 19:14



Biblical TeachingsDisability

“Do not curse the deaf or put a 
stumbling block in front of the blind, 
but fear your God. I am the Lord.”

Leviticus 19:14

“No other law code from the ancient 
world seeks to safeguard the rights 
and dignity of those who are deaf, 
blind, or otherwise disabled.”

Dave Dorsey



Biblical TeachingsDisability

Disabilities are seen as a simple fact 
of life (a general result of the Fall?).

§ Not a one-to-one correspondence 
between personal sin and personal 
impairment. 

§ Culpability for disability is never 
formulaic.



Biblical TeachingsDisability

Some argue that God causes a 
person’s disability.

The Lord asked Moses, “Who makes 
a person’s mouth? Who decides 
whether people speak or do not 
speak, hear or do not hear, see or 
do not see? Is it not I, the Lord?” 

Exodus 4:11 



Biblical TeachingsDisability

Some argue that God allows a 
person’s disability.

“Neither this man nor his parents 
sinned...but this happened so that 
the work of God might be 
displayed in his life.”

John 9:3
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Biblical TeachingsDisability

“Sometimes God allows what he 
hates to accomplish what he loves.”

Joni Eareckson Tada

“All of us are disabled in some way as 
we stand before God.”

“A Message on People Living with Disabilities,”
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
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Biblical TeachingsDisability

§ I can be spiritually blind 
(Rom 1:21-23; 2 Cor 4:3-4; 
Eph 5:11-12)

§ I can be spiritually deaf
(Zech 7:11-12; Rom 11:8; Isa 
6:9-10; Heb 5:11)

§ I can be spiritually
mentally challenged (1 
Cor 2:14; Eph 2:3, 4:17-18)

§ I can be spiritually 
helpless (Jer 13:23; Rom 
5:6-8; Eph 2:1).



Biblical TeachingsDisability

One of the more prominent features 
of Jesus’ ministry is that he healed
people with diseases and disabilities.

§ 3 resurrections
§ 5 exorcisms (casting out demons)
§ 18 other healings for various 

sicknesses, diseases, and disabilities
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Rationale:

1. To authenticate his radical claims

2. To display his compassion

3. To demonstrate God’s kingdom

Healing can be distinguished from 
curing.
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The healing of the man with paralysis

§ Begins when his sins are forgiven, 
not when he begins to walk.



Relational TheologyDisability

The healing of the man with paralysis

§ Begins when his sins are forgiven, 
not when he begins to walk.

The healing of those with leprosy

§ Involves the removal of physical pain 
and social pain, spiritual stigmas.



Relational TheologyDisability

Healing involves the restoration of 
health and wholeness to bodies and
relationships. 

It is a new “at-one-ment” between the 
healed person and: God; self; 
creation; and community.
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was a remedy for their broken
creaturehood.



Relational TheologyDisability

For Jesus, healing was not an attack 
on someone’s essential personhood, it 
was a remedy for their broken
creaturehood.

“As long as I am in 
the world, I am the 
light of the world.”

John 9:5



Relational TheologyDisability

§ In shame-honor cultures: 
family stigmas

§ In fear-power cultures: 
disposable victims

§ In guilt-innocence cultures:
spiritual punishments

§ In success-achievement cultures: 
social inconveniences or 
economic liabilities
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People may be broken in certain 
ways, but they’re beautiful in the 
deepest ways (Imago Dei).



Relational TheologyDisability

People may be broken in certain 
ways, but they’re beautiful in the 
deepest ways (Imago Dei).

Those with disabilities are not to be 
viewed merely as objects of care and 
support by the non-impaired; they are 
also to be seen as subjects who have 
something of value to offer to others. 



Relational TheologyDisability

“…those parts of the body that seem 
to be weaker are indispensable.” 

1 Corinthians 12:22



Relational TheologyDisability

“…those parts of the body that seem 
to be weaker are indispensable.” 

1 Corinthians 12:22

“People with profound disabilities... 
are conduits of the revelatory and 
transformative gifts of God’s Spirit.” 

Amos Young, The Bible, Disability, and the Church: 
A New Vision of the People of God 









Relational TheologyDisability

Seven Movements for the Church to Make

1. From Programs to Presence 
2. From Quantitative to Qualitative Ministry
3. From Convenience to Conviction
4. From Being Understood to Understanding
5. From Being Important to Being Available
6. From Being Heard to Listening Intently
7. From Teaching to Being Taught

Kathy McReynolds, “The Gospel of Luke: A Framework for a Theology 
of Disability,” Christian Education Journal 13 (2016): 169-78.
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Liberation Theology

Nature makes people impaired; it is 
society makes them disabled.

§ The Accessible God (Block)
§ The Interdependent God (Black)
§ The Disabled God (Eiesland)



Biblical TeachingsDisability

Our wounds and disabilities are 
eternally significant. We can receive 
them as part of our calling (our 
“vocation”) from God.



Relational TheologyDisability

Some Practical Steps for Churches

ü Conduct an accessibility audit. 
ü Take time for celebration. 
ü Make space for lamentation. 
ü Promote discipleship for all (IDPs).
ü Invest in AudioEye technology.
ü Offer assistance and respite care. 
ü Broaden what it means to respond to 

the gospel.
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Relational TheologyDisability

Language

1. Use updated and respectful 
language.

2. Consider using person-first 
language.

“autistic child” / “child with autism”
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Hope for the JourneyDisability

As long as there is life, there is hope.

As long as there is hope, there is life.

“My grace is sufficient for you, for my 
power is made perfect in weakness.”

2 Corinthians 12:8-9a 



Hope for the JourneyDisability

Our Bodies in 
This Age 

§ Perishable
§ Sown in dishonor
§ Sown in weakness
§ Natural
§ Now we bear 

Adam’s likeness

Our Bodies in the 
Age to Come 

§ Imperishable
§ Raised in glory
§ Raised in power
§ Spiritual
§ Then we will bear 

Christ’s likeness

2 Corinthians 15:42-49 



Hope for the JourneyDisability

“No other religion . . . promises new 
bodies, hearts, and minds. Only in 
the gospel of Christ do hurting 
people find such incredible hope.”

Joni Eareckson Tada
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Dying
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IntroductionDying

Expression of Dying

“I know that there is nothing to fear 
and that dying is the greatest act of 
love, the act that leads me into the 
eternal embrace of my God whose 
love is everlasting.”

- Henri Nouwen
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Working DefinitionDying

Dying is the final activity of human 
beings and a “self-conscious drawn-
out event.” 

A “period between the crisis created 
by the knowledge of death and the 
point of death…the living-dying 
interval.” 

- E. M. Pattison, The Experience of Dying (Englewood 
Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall, 1977)



The Dying Process
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The Dying Process

Working DefinitionDying



The Dying Process

Grief Process
Stage 1: Denial-Isolation

§ State of shock
§ Trying to live in a 

“preferable reality” 
than actual reality 

Working DefinitionDying



The Dying Process

Grief Process
Stage 2: Anger

§ Blaming others
§ Redirecting their 

anger to loved ones  

Working DefinitionDying



The Dying Process

Grief Process
Stage 3: Bargaining

§ Clinging to false 
hope to avoid grief

Working DefinitionDying



The Dying Process

Grief Process
Stage 4: Depression

§ Feeling numb
§ Living in a fog
§ Avoiding others
§ Experiencing 

hopelessness
§ Suicidal thoughts

Working DefinitionDying



The Dying Process

Grief Process
Stage 5: Acceptance

§ Stabilized emotions
§ Re-entering reality

Working DefinitionDying



Personal Anecdote: “Save Me!”
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Personal Anecdote: “Save Me!”

Working DefinitionDying



Personal Anecdote: Power of the Word

Working DefinitionDying



Personal Anecdote: Missionary

Working DefinitionDying



Dying Process Symptoms

§ Decreased activity
§ Increased sleeping (may be low quality)
§ Reduced appetite, eating, drinking
§ Decreased blood pressure 
§ Irregular heartbeat
§ Abnormal secretions
§ Increased agitation (wanting

to live but unable to do so)

Working DefinitionDying
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7 Utterances from the Cross

Jesus, who is the true and ultimate 
Imago Dei, shows the model of dying 
on the cross and how both the dying 
and their community (family, friends, 
church) meet the coming death. 

Biblical TeachingsDying



7 Utterances from the Cross

Jesus’s work and words on the cross 
just before his death is the perfect 
standard of relationality to God the 
Father and to others.

Biblical TeachingsDying



Biblical TeachingsDying

1. Jesus died forgiving.

Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, 
for they do not know what they are 
doing.” (Luke 23:34)

§ Prayer shows the intimate 
relationship between God the 
Father and God the Son. 



Biblical TeachingsDying

2. Jesus died assuring.

In the same way the rebels who 
were crucified with him also heaped 
insults on him. (Matt 27:44)….”Truly 
I say to you, today you will be with 
me in Paradise.“ (Luke 23:43) 

§ When we are in Christ, we are 
promised to be with him in 
heaven. 



Biblical TeachingsDying

3. Jesus died caring.

When Jesus saw his mother and 
the disciple whom he loved 
standing nearby, he said to his 
mother, “Woman, behold, your 
son!” (John 19:26-27)

§ This is a loving proclamation of 
the proto-gospel announced in 
Genesis 3:15, now fulfilled. 



Biblical TeachingsDying

4. Jesus died loving.

And about the ninth hour, Jesus 
cried out with a loud voice, saying,  
“Eloi, Eloi, lama sabacthani,” that 
is, “My God, my God, why have 
you forsaken me?” (John 19:26-27)

§ Jesus showed his agape love by 
defending the sinners, not 
coming down from the cross. 



Biblical TeachingsDying

5. Jesus died receiving.

Later, knowing that all was now 
completed, and so that the 
Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus 
said, “I am thirsty.” (John 19:28) 
[Then he received the gall drink.]

§ Jesus dies for physical and 
spiritual thirst, while authentically 
communicating his need.



Biblical TeachingsDying

6. Jesus died completing.

When Jesus had received the sour 
wine, he said, “It is finished,” and 
he bowed his head and handed 
over the Spirit. (John 19:29-30)

§ Jesus died completing the work 
his Father had given him to do, 
with a final farewell to all human 
relationships as previously known.



Biblical TeachingsDying

7. Jesus died trusting.

Then Jesus, calling out with a loud 
voice, said, “Father, into your 
hands I commit my spirit!” And 
having said this he breathed his 
last. (Luke 23:46)

§ Jesus died quoting the 
Scriptures and trusting God to 
receive him.



7 Utterances Summary

§ These utterances restored
broken relationships.

§ Jesus has redeemed humanity 
by fulfilling his mission. 

§ Jesus is the perfect example
of integrated dying.

§ Believers are restored to “very 
good” status in his kingdom.

Biblical TeachingsDying
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Presence: We are not alone.

“Even though I walk through the 
darkest valley, I will fear no evil, for 
you are with me; 
your rod and your
staff, they comfort
me.” (Ps 23:1)

Relational TheologyDying



§ Through presence, we share our 
pain, grief, and love during the 
dying process. 

§ Human communities are called to 
manifest the image of the Holy 
Trinity during the dying process. 
Ideally, we live together in love 
with reciprocation and mutuality.

Relational TheologyDying



§ Presence shows the character of 
God as loving, reciprocating, 
faithful, and hopeful. 

§ Through human presence, God 
comforts human grief and pain. 

§ God does not mute lament but 
encourages it.

Relational TheologyDying



“God’s goal for creation is 
community, a redeemed people 
dwelling in a renewed creation, 
enjoying the presence of a Triune 
God.”

- Stanley J. Grenz

Relational TheologyDying



Hope for the JourneyDying



Role of Community

§ Reassurance of their faith in Jesus 
Christ (“integrated dying”)
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Role of Community

§ Reassurance of their faith in Jesus 
Christ (“integrated dying”)

§ Physical presence – “being with”
§ Family – sharing memories
§ Church – physical comfort and 

companionship 

Hope for the JourneyDying
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Hope for the JourneyDying

Role of Community

§ The power of prayer—divine help 
for fear, anxiety, and grief.



Role of Community

§ The power of prayer—divine help 
for fear, anxiety, and grief.

§ “Do not be anxious about 
anything, but in every situation, by 
prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your requests 
to God.” (Phil 4:6)

Hope for the JourneyDying



ConclusionDying



The role of community is significant in 
encouraging the dying to have 
confident hope to encounter Jesus 
Christ, who is the Lord of life: how to 
live and how to die in Christ.

ConclusionDying



Death
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IntroductionDeath

Star Trek: Picard, Episode 10
“Into the Simulation | Goodbye, Captain”

Video Clip





What themes did you observe, and 
how do they intersect a relational 
theology of death? Considering 
Data's response to Piccard when 
asked if he wants to die, what are 
your thoughts?

IntroductionDeath



The Problem of Definition

Working DefinitionDeath



The Problem of Definition

What does it mean to be human, and 
how is death related to humanness?

Working DefinitionDeath



The Problem of Definition

What does it mean to be human, and 
how is death related to humanness?

Death is universal, 
but its definition is 
neither simple nor 
universally defined. 

Working DefinitionDeath



Early 20th century: the absence of a 
heartbeat and cessation of breathing
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Early 20th century: the absence of a 
heartbeat and cessation of breathing

1968: the absence of brain activity 
and the lack of vital signs
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Early 20th century: the absence of a 
heartbeat and cessation of breathing

1968: the absence of brain activity 
and the lack of vital signs

1988: the irreversible
cessation of all brain
activity   

Working DefinitionDeath



Commission: personhood consists of 
“the behaviors and mannerisms 
constituting a personality” 

Working DefinitionDeath



Commission: personhood consists of 
“the behaviors and mannerisms 
constituting a personality” 

How can a relational theology of 
anthropology contribute to this 
conversation? 

Working DefinitionDeath
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the context of life.
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the context of life.

Human life is “very good,” but death 
is seen as the result of breaching the 
boundaries of God’s command.

Psalm 128:1-2

Biblical TeachingsDeath



Death in Scripture is understood in 
the context of life.

Human life is “very good,” but death 
is seen as the result of breaching the 
boundaries of God’s command.

Psalm 128:1-2; 1 Samuel 2:6

Biblical TeachingsDeath



Death in Scripture is understood in 
the context of life.

Human life is “very good,” but death 
is seen as the result of breaching the 
boundaries of God’s command.

Psalm 128:1-2; 1 Samuel 2:6; Job 
34:14-15
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Death in Scripture is understood in 
the context of life.

Human life is “very good,” but death 
is seen as the result of breaching the 
boundaries of God’s command.

Psalm 128:1-2; 1 Samuel 2:6; Job 
34:14-15; Psalm 104:27-30

Biblical TeachingsDeath



The Hebrew term used to refer to the 
fate of the dead was Sheol, a state of 
separation, silence and inability to 
praise God (Job 7:9; Ps 6:5, 115:17; 
Isa 38:10-11, 18).
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The Hebrew term used to refer to the 
fate of the dead was Sheol, a state of 
separation, silence and inability to 
praise God (Job 7:9; Ps 6:5, 115:17; 
Isa 38:10-11, 18).

Still, the First Testament expresses 
hope for the righteous beyond the 
grave (2 Kgs 2:11; Job 19:25-27).

Biblical TeachingsDeath



Prophets introduce the hope of 
resurrection (Dan 12:2).
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Prophets introduce the hope of 
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of Jesus’ resurrection.

Biblical TeachingsDeath



Prophets introduce the hope of 
resurrection (Dan 12:2).

Christians view death in the context 
of Jesus’ resurrection.

Death corresponds to sin and 
separation from God (Heb 2:14; 
Rom 5:12).

Biblical TeachingsDeath



Jesus conquered death and 
destroyed its hold on human life.
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Jesus conquered death and 
destroyed its hold on human life.

Death does not leave believers in a 
state of separation from God’s love 
(Rom 8:34-39; Phil. 1:23).
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Jesus conquered death and 
destroyed its hold on human life.

Death does not leave believers in a 
state of separation from God’s love 
(Rom 8:34-39; Phil. 1:23).

Jesus as “first fruit” is proof that God 
will keep his promise of new life. 

Biblical TeachingsDeath



Relational TheologyDeath



“Remember, no joy without suffering; 
no patience without trial; no humility 
without humiliation; no life without 
death.” 

- Friedrich von Hugel, Letters from Baron 
Friedrich von Hugel to a Niece.
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“Remember, no joy without suffering; 
no patience without trial; no humility 
without humiliation; no life without 
death.” 

- Friedrich von Hugel, Letters from Baron 
Friedrich von Hugel to a Niece.

For human beings, 
death is more than a 
biological event. 

Relational TheologyDeath



“We not only die as creatures, but 
also as persons.”

- Stanley Grenz, Theology for the Community of God
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“We not only die as creatures, but 
also as persons.”

- Stanley Grenz, Theology for the Community of God

Part of being human is the fact that 
we are conscious of our own 
mortality.

Relational TheologyDeath



Death marks the end of personal life, 
especially life in relationship.
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Death marks the end of personal life, 
especially life in relationship.

Psalm 89:48

Ecclesiastes 9:2-3
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Death marks the end of personal life, 
especially life in relationship.

Psalm 89:48

Ecclesiastes 9:2-3

What does life mean in the face of 
death?

Relational TheologyDeath



Death refers to the destructive 
consequence of the entrance of sin 
into humankind. This consequence is 
spiritual alienation or separation from 
God. As a result of sin, humans also 
experience physical death, a visible 
and universal reminder of the 
ongoing effects of sin. 

Relational TheologyDeath



Science can never fully explain the 
realm of death. Death is a mystery to 
the human experience requiring 
theology and philosophy to provide 
guidance toward 
meaning.
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Science can never fully explain the 
realm of death. Death is a mystery to 
the human experience requiring 
theology and philosophy to provide 
guidance toward 
meaning.

“…death is awful,
demonic.”

Relational TheologyDeath



Relational TheologyDeath



“The greater the love, the deeper 
the grief; the more unreserved the 
surrender, the more inconsolable the 
loss. Those who have given them-
selves utterly in love for someone

Relational TheologyDeath



else die themselves in the pains of 
grief, and are born again so that life 
can be given to them afresh, and so 
that they can find the will to live.”

- Jürgen Moltmann, In the End the Beginning

Relational TheologyDeath



God’s answer to death is to create 
new life from it. 
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God’s answer to death is to create 
new life from it. 

The promise of resurrection is the 
promise of new life in 
whole relationship with 
God.
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Apart from Jesus’ work, death 
destroys community.
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Apart from Jesus’ work, death 
destroys community.

“No longer present your members to 
sin as instruments of wickedness, but 
present yourselves to God as those 
who have been brought from death 
to life.”

Romans 6:13
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Death interrupts community. 
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Death interrupts community. 

“[Death] is the epitome and final 
expression of the tendency toward 
radical individualism.”

- Stanley Grenz, Theology for the Community of God
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Death interrupts community. 

“[Death] is the epitome and final 
expression of the tendency toward 
radical individualism.”

- Stanley Grenz, Theology for the Community of God

Death is the loss of earthly identity. It 
destroys our narrative.
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Hope for the JourneyDeath



“Our hope in life beyond death is a 
hope made possible, not by some 
general sentimental belief in life after 
death, but our participation in the 
life of Christ.”

Stanley Hauerwas, Sermon
St. Thomas Episcopal Church, Fort Washington, PA 
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“Our hope in life beyond death is a 
hope made possible, not by some 
general sentimental belief in life after 
death, but our participation in the 
life of Christ.”

Stanley Hauerwas, Sermon
St. Thomas Episcopal Church, Fort Washington, PA 

Death no longer has the last word in 
life (1 Cor 15:26).
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Death no longer ends with isolation
(Col 3:1-4).
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Death no longer ends with isolation
(Col 3:1-4).

Believers no longer need to fear the 
loneliness of death because they are 
hidden with Christ in God. 
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Death no longer ends with isolation
(Col 3:1-4).

Believers no longer need to fear the 
loneliness of death because they are 
hidden with Christ in God. 

The Creator holds and continues the 
interrupted narrative.
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“To die would be gain” (Phil 1:21). 
Death may interrupt the narrative, 
but it does not have the ability to 
interrupt existence.
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ConclusionDeath



Christian hope is found 
in the resurrection.
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Christian hope is found 
in the resurrection.

For the Christian com-
munity, death now 
represents the dawn 
of new creation.
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And I heard a loud voice from the 
throne saying, “See, the home of God 
is among mortals. He will dwell with 
them; they will be his peoples, and 
God himself will be with them; he will 
wipe every tear from their eyes. Death 
will be no more; mourning and crying 
and pain will be no more, for the first 
things have passed away.” Revelation 21:3-4
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“Because I live, 
you also will live.”

John 14:19



Acts 2:24 says, “God 
raised [Jesus] from the 
dead, freeing him from 
the agony of death, 
because it was impos-
sible for death to keep 
its hold on him.” What 
made it impossible? 
How might relational 
theology help us 
answer that question? 

Disability
Jesus’ words from the 
cross indicate that he 
died forgiving, assuring, 
caring, loving, receiv-
ing, completing, and 
trusting. How might his 
“perfect” death help us 
die well ourselves? How 
might it instruct us how 
to live well before we 
die? (See1 Peter 2:23)

How can a distinction 
between healing and 
curing expand our 
vision of what Jesus 
sought to accomplish in 
his ministry? How might 
this distinction enhance 
our own ministry today? 
What barriers and 
stigmas can relational 
theology help remove?

Group Discussion

Dying Death



Thanks for Joining Us!The Triad

In the end, the sand that 
runs out of our hourglasses 
creates a beautiful beach 
where we get to recreate 
(“re-create”!) with God for 
all eternity.



Disability, 
Dying, &
Death

Relational Theology 
and the Gift of Hope for 
Life’s ‘Descending Triad’


